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What began as a design/build firm called S.L.O.W. Construction (Society of 
Loosely Organized Workers) transformed in 1975 into an architecture firm now 
known as Harry Teague Architects (HTA). Over the past 40 years, the HTA team 
has amassed more than 50 AIA awards for their innovative projects, such as 
their recent work on the Bucksbaum Campus, which represents the latest in 
school configuration and acoustic design. Derek Skalko at 1 Friday Design 
identified Teague as the individual who has defined modern longer than any 
other living architect around Aspen. “His design prowess is one of the most 
soulfully respectful approaches that has ever graced Aspen, and a great many 
of us are better in our own professional paths due to the likes of Harry,” he said.

So what else sets this firm apart from the next? Besides its diversity—split evenly 
between residential, commercial, and institutional projects—is their brand of 
humanistic modern architecture. Each building they design is a response to 
human social and physical needs, following the tradition established by Finnish 
architect Alvar Aalto. What’s more, HTA is responsible for pioneering sustainable 
materials that improve with age and are appropriate for our Rocky Mountain 
climate. HTA introduced untreated, unpainted steel as a roofing and siding 
material (as in their 1988 Rusty Metal House) that, when detailed properly, can 
last for more than 75 years. - Abby Wilson

Established in Aspen in 2003, Rowland+Broughton 

Architecture and Urban Design is a bustling design 

“think tank” with more than 30 architects and interior 

designers with studios in both Denver and Aspen. 

With more than 170 completed projects, the firm 

specializes in custom residential and hospitality-

focused work—even being honored with 39 awards 

in the last nine years alone. One of R+B’s proudest 

moments came in their historic preservation efforts 

on downtown Aspen’s Tom Benton building—the 

city’s first mid-century landmarked structure. The 

R+B team worked hand-in-hand with Aspen and the 

building’s developer to preserve it, while designing 

the commercial spaces for the next generation 

of businesses. Fun fact: The firm’s principals, John 

Roland and Sarah Broughton, met in their first design 

studio at the University of Colorado and have been 

together ever since! -Abby Wilson
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TOP: Rowland+Broughton took home the 2014 ASID Crystal Award for 
the interior design of the Woody Creek Distillery, located just outside of 
Aspen. The interior marries natural and industrial décor with beetle-kill 
pine, Tolix stools, burlap-inspired wall covering, and pendant lights 
resembling windswept stalks of grain. CENTER: This prefab in Burlingame 
touts sustainable features including reclaimed materials, strategic window 
placement, and energy-efficient building technologies and construction 
techniques. Certified as an Energy Star Home, this residence exceeds 
the required model energy codes. BOTTOM: Overlooking the Roaring 
Fork River, the surrounding natural beauty was the inspiration for this 
home’s orientation, offering maximum mountain and river views. The 
homes structural organization—two intersecting boxes—result in 
several outdoor courtyards dotting the perimeter.

TOP: Nestled within 38 acres of natural wood-
lands and aspen groves, Harry Teague Architects 
completely redesigned the Bucksbaum Campus 
(also known as Castle Creek Campus) with two 
large orchestra rehearsal halls and a cantilevered 
pavilion on the edge of a pond. The world-re-
nowned music school and private elementary 
school is home to the Aspen Music Festival and 
School, and won the 2014 AIA Honor Award for 
Commercial/Institutional excellence. BELOW 
(LEFT AND CENTER): HTA also designed the 
8,000-square-foot Glacier residence, which was 
built in “Hanging Valley”—a glacially shaped 
path. The zinc house includes an open floor 
plan with distinct floor levels that follow the hill’s 
contours. BELOW (RIGHT): Designed to fulfill 
contemporary living wish while preserving and 
renovating its existing 1890s mining cabin, the 
Smuggler Street residence maintains the estab-
lished neighborhood scale and patterns found 
in Aspen’s historic West End. 


